CITY OF ARANSAS PASS
AGENDA MEMORANDUM
Staff report for the City Council Meeting of April 18, 2022

Date:
To:
From:

April 11, 2022
Mayor and City Council
Development Services Staff

Case No. CC 2204-01 Roadway Abandonment - Averbach: A request for Right-of-Way
Closure/Abandonment, by William Averbach; being a 0.315 acre dedicated public roadway
measuring 40 feet in width and 343 feet in length, being a part of Farm Lot No. 2, Land Block
239 of the Burton & Danforth Subdivision, recorded in Vol. 1, pages 62 &63, map records of
Aransas County, TX. A 25-foot width of the roadway is part of property #14864 (the Averbach
property) and a 15-foot width of the roadway is part of property #14860 (the Minnich
property).
BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS:
In the 1960s, the owners of the properties at 315 W. Gile (Mr. Hatch) and 225 W.
Gile (Mr. Laird) each dedicated a portion of their property as a 40-foot wide public
roadway extending back 343 in length to a property known as “the Cilfton tract”. A 25-foot
wide portion was dedicated from Mr. Hatch at 315 W. Gile, and a 15-foot wide portion was
dedicated from Mr. Laird at 225 W. Gile (see attachments 1 and 2). Staff surmises that the
reason for this dedication was to provide street access to the Clifton tract which would
have otherwise been landlocked with no means of ingress/egress to and from an improved
road. The current owners of the property at 315 W. Gile are Mr. and Mrs. William
Averbach. The current owner of the property at 225 W. Gile is Mr. Walter Minnich.
In 2019 Mr. Averbach expressed to the City his desire to have that roadway
abandoned and inquired about the possibility. He was notified in an email from the City
Manager that the property formerly known as “the Clifton tract” would be landlocked if
that roadway were abandoned, and the City could not permit that to happen.
In March of this year, the property formerly known as “the Clifton tract” had its
property lines vacated, along with several other properties now owned by Thomas Furlow,
and it became part of a 12 acre tract (all one lot) that will become the Furlow RV Park (see
attachment 3).
It should also be noted that this roadway is not a normal right-of-way (ROW)
situation where the ROW property belongs to the City. In this situation, the land beneath
the dedicated public roadway belongs to the property owners upon which the ROW sits; a
25-foot width belongs to Mr. and Mrs. Averbach, and a 15-foot width belongs to Mr.
Minnich. It should also be noted here that the dedicated roadway is not an improved
roadway. There is a front portion consisting of gravel and is located entirely upon Mr.

Averbach’s property. The other 15-foot portion on Mr. Minnich’s property is obstructed
with trees, brush and undergrowth.
ISSUE BEFORE COUNCIL:
The issue before the City Council is to determine whether the closure will not cause any
safety, health, and welfare problems to the surrounding vicinity.
CONFORMITY TO CITY POLICY:
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Street System Study
7-8. Street Network Layout.
Street layout and connectivity can also impact maintenance costs. For example, a high
number of dead-end streets – e.g. cul-de-sac networks will increase congestion and speed
road deterioration. Grid-based networks facilitate ease of access and movement, but also
require a larger amount of land use for streets and, as a result, higher maintenance costs.
Curvilinear loop networks offer an option for maintaining connectivity while reducing the
land area required for streets.
Coordination between transportation goals and land use goals is essential for enhancing
mobility because land use patterns and design have a significant impact on traffic flow and
mobility.
NOTICES
Public notice was published in the Aransas Pass Progress on Wednesday March 30, 2022
and posted on the City Website on March 30, 2022 and posted to the City Bulletin Board on
March 30, 2022 as well. Planning Department has received zero (0) responses in favor of
the application and one (1) response in opposition to the request at this time (see
attachment 7)

TECHNICAL REVIEW TEAM COMMENTS:
The application was reviewed by the Police Chief, Engineering and Fire Marshal. They all
responded that they have no issues with the proposed abandonment.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff Recommends approval as the City has no current or perceived future need of the
roadway.
ALTERNATIVES:
None
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Recorded Roadway Dedication
2. Map of Recorded Road Dedication
3. Recorded Replat of Furlow Property showing one 12-acre lot
4. Site Plan of Roadway to be abandoned
5. Public Notice posted to City’s Website, Bulletin Board, and in newspaper
6. Picture of Site
7. Comment from affected property owner (Walter Minnich)

1. Recorded Rodway Dedication:

2. Map of Recorded Roadway Dedication:

3. Recorded Replat of Furlow Property showing one 12-acre lot:

4. Site Plan of Roadway to be abandoned:

5. Public Notice posted to City’s Website, Bulletin Board, and in newspaper:

6. Picture of Site:

7. Comments from Walter Minnich:

